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Mission 

 Provide the response community with a suite of products & services 

to offer a comprehensive, nationwide, systematic approach to 

incident management through technology integration & preparedness 

activities.  

Federal 

State 
Local 

NGOs 

Private 

Sector 
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Mission Support Projects 

 Five overarching projects: 

 P-TAC Center Website 

 Outreach 

 Incident Resource Inventory System 

 Technical Assistance 

 Supporting Technology Evaluation Project (STEP)  
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P-TAC Center Facility 

Simulated Emergency Operations Center 

Simulation Cell Remote Multi-

Use Platform 

Communications 

Area 

Breakout 

Areas 



6 December 7, 2011 

 

Branding Change 

 Prior NIMS Support Center brand generated questions 

regarding NIMS implementation and doctrine 

 The Center’s mission changed to more of a technology 

implementation/enabling function; limited focus on 

doctrine/policy 

 A new PMO office within FEMA NPD was formed to: 

 Manage the Center 

 Communicate products & services 

 Implement a new brand “P-TAC Center” 

 Integrate all functions under the former NIMS Support Center under this new 

brand and expand upon the capabilities of the Center 
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P-TAC Center Website & Outreach 

 A consolidated site for critical information related to P-TAC 

Center products and services. 

 

IRIS 

Downloads 

Fact Sheets 

& Brochures 

STEP 

Registration 
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IRIS - Overview 

 A “no cost” resource inventory tool for the response community 

which allows users to enter FEMA typed & non-typed (user 

defined) resources 

 

 

• 32 or 64 bit configurations  

• Windows XP SP3 

• Windows Server 2003 R2 

• Windows Vista (Home 

Premium, Business, Ultimate) 

• Windows 7 (Home Premium, 

Professional, Ultimate) SP1 

Supported Platforms: 
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Facility & Technical Assistance Support 
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 72 persons for onsite or offsite exercises and 

training events 

 SEOC – 51 

 SIMCELL – 7 

 RMP – 14 
 

 Expanded configuration: 98 persons 

 SEOC – 69 

 SIMCELL – 15 

 RMP – 14 

 

 

Capacity Modes of Operation 

Technology Recent Major Activities 

 Exercises 

– FS, FE, TTX 

– Onsite or virtual 

– Simulate multiple roles (White Cell, SIMCELL, etc.) 

– Simulate multiple levels (local, State, federal) 

 Training 

– Onsite or virtual 

– Distribution of pre-recorded sessions 

 Workshops/Working Groups 

 Live EOC 

 

 

 

 Full connectivity – LCD/plasma displays, 

VTC/presentation equipment & Codec, 

workstations/laptops, etc 

 Servers/Network – mixed environment 

UNIX/LINUX/Windows, raw (firewalled) internet 

feed, Gigabit CISCO Internal Network 

 IC Technologies – WebEOC, E-Team, UICDS, 

GOTS modeling tools, etc. 

 

 

 KY Pandemic Exercise (Full Scale, 5 day, White Cell 

support) 

 Colorado TTX  

 CSEPP Sponsored MEPP L131 Course 

 CSEPP Sponsored MEPP L132 Course 

 CSEPP Sponsored MEPP L136 Course 

 CSEPP Sponsored MEPP L131 Course 

 CSEPP Sponsored MEPP L132 Course 

 CSEPP Sponsored MEPP L136 Course 

 NLE-11 KY EM Simulation Cell Node 

 Test Events Monthly (STEP /IPAWS) 
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STEP - Overview 
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 Test and Evaluation (T&E) 

 FY 2011 SAFECOM Guidance on Emergency Communications 

Grants 

 Leverages SAIC IMTEL Accredited laboratory 

 Evaluations of software and supporting hardware  

 Aids procurement officials when purchasing incident management and 

response-related products 

 Evaluations include test engineers and emergency response subject 

matter experts (referred to as assessors) 

 

 Community has access to STEP reports through the Responder 

Knowledge Base (RKB) website. 
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STEP - Website and Application 
1) Go to: www.ptaccenter.org/step 

2) Download the STEP Guide 

3) Register under the Vendor Forms tab 

Note: Anyone using the old 

www.nimsstep.org URL will 

be automatically re-directed. 

NEW (Nov 2011 Guide available  

on/or about Dec 17th 2011) 

http://www.nimsstep.org/
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STEP - Testing Components 
 User Acceptance Testing 

 Concepts and principles of NIMS 

 Target Capabilities List 

 Conformance Tests 

 
Standard Purpose Versions 

Common Alerting Protocol 

(CAP) 

All-hazard emergency alerts and public warnings 1.1 & 1.2 

IPAWS Profile Alert & warning (include accompany EAS Guide) 1.0 

EDXL-Distribution Element 

(DE) 

Message distribution framework 1.0 

EDXL- Hospital AVailability 

Exchange (HAVE) 

Communication of the status of a hospital, its 

services, and its resources. 

1.0 

EDXL- Resource Messaging 

(RM) 

Communication for allocation of resources 

across the emergency incident life-cycle  

1.0 

NEW 
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STEP – Report Downloads 

https://www.rkb.us/ 

NIMS SC to P-TAC 

Center branding 

changes take effect 

Feb 2012 on RKB  
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STEP - Updates 
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 www.nimsstep.org transitioned to www.ptaccenter.org and integrated with 

other products and services offered by the Center 

 Revised STEP Guide available Dec 17th  

 IPAWS Profile Testing (same IMTEL lab used under IPAWS CA is used for 

STEP) 

 Option for Vendors to test only to NIMS or any of the technical standards or 

to both 

 SDoCs available for vendors for standards based testing 

 Streamlined reporting processes to improve efficiencies and reduce timeline 

 Immediate vendor out-brief on technical standards results; window for 

updates and re-tests 

 

 

http://www.nimsstep.org/
http://www.ptaccenter.org/
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For More Information 

 Visit www.ptaccenter.org or contact: 

 Erin.Edwards@fema.gov  

COTR, FEMA/NPD 

 David.B.Blakeman@saic.com 

Office: 606-274-2029 

Program Manager, SAIC 

http://www.ptaccenter.org/
mailto:Erin.Edwards@dhs.gov
mailto:David.B.Blakeman@saic.com

